
 1 

 
Range Briefing for Small Arms Ranges 2, 3, 4, 5 & 16 

12DEC2013 

 
 

1.  GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 

A. Unit Commanders are responsible for the training and safety of their units per AR 385-

63, paragraph 2-1a. 

 

B. Components other than ARNG must pay for targets.  Range Control and the firing unit 

will keep an accurate count of used targets. 

 

C. No unit is exempt from paying for damage that is a result of intentional actions or 

malfeasance.  EXAMPLE:  Aiming at and shooting target frames. 

 

D. The firing unit is responsible for returning range equipment in a clean working order. 

 

E. Range Control will conduct periodic safety inspections during range fire, and address 

shortcomings to the OIC/RSO. 

 

F. Non-military vehicles will not be authorized on the ranges or range road.  Exceptions 

must be authorized by Range Control, but will be held to a minimum. 

 

G. Additional requirements for the use of the BEAR TARGET SYSTEM on range 3 are 

covered in annex B.  

 

H. Additional requirements for the use of the vehicle live-fire box on range 3 are covered 

in annex C. 

 

I. Additional requirements for the use of range 5 (CPQC) are covered in annex D. 

 

J. Any live-fire training that is apart from the standard range layout must be approved by 

Range Control.  

 

K. Kevlar, Load Bearing Equipment, & Eye Protection WILL be worn by all military 

personnel that move past the Range Tower towards the firing line at ALL times. 

 

1. All exceptions must be authorized and signed off by an O-5 or higher Officer. 

2. All exceptions must be coordinated with Post Operations and Post Range 

Control. 

 

 

2.  REQUIRED PUBLICATIONS:  

 

A. Units firing on Camp Dawson ranges must have in their possession AR 385-63, DA-

PAM 385-63, and the FM &/or TM for each weapon system that is in use. 

 

B. Using unit will be issued a copy of the Camp Dawson Small Arms Range SOP or 

Range Book at the conclusion of this briefing or prior to occupying the range. 

 



 2 

 

3.  COMMUNICATIONS:   

  

A. Firing units must maintain two means of two-way communications with Range 

Control. 

 

B. Range Control will issue the firing unit one radio (receiver / transmitter), per range 

issued, as one means of communication. 

 

C. Personal or Unit Cell phones are an acceptable alternate means of communication. 

 

Range Control:  304.791.4070,   

Operations:  304.791.4387  

Security 304.791.4318/4140  

 

D. Units must adhere to proper military radio procedures. 

 

E. Unit must monitor radio during range fire.  Failure to do so will result in Range 

Control issuing an immediate cease-fire, and possible change in OIC and RSO. 

 

F. Radio and Cell Phone Checks from the range will be completed when the Using Unit 

occupies the range. 

 

G. It is the responsibility of the using unit to initiate all radio checks.      

  

 

4. SAFETY: 
 

A. During range fire, units must have a medic (i.e. 18D, 91W, etc) with a minimum of an 

aid bag and supplies to sustain life and treat injuries that may occur while training on 

the range. 

 

B. Range Medics must be listed on the OIC/RSO memo sent by the firing unit’s 

command prior to performing range duties. 

 

C. Range medics will perform no other functions. 

 

D. Units may substitute an EMT or Combat Lifesaver if they have current certification, 

and possess an aid bag and supplies to sustain life and treat injuries that may occur 

while training on the range. 

 

E. Firing units must have a litter-bearing vehicle with driver parked beside the range.  

The driver will have a strip map to the Preston Memorial Hospital, and should 

complete an actual route recon prior to occupying the range (Time Permitting). 

 

F. See Attached, ANNEX A, for information regarding Medical Emergencies.  

 

G. Do not remove loaded weapons from the firing line.  

 

H. Rod all weapons prior to putting them on the firing line and prior to removing them 

from the firing line. 
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I. Hearing protection is required forward of the range towers and where indicated. 

 

J. Upon seeing an unsafe act, any person may call for an immediate cease-fire. 

 

K. Do not allow shooters to engage targets other than their own. 

 

L. Do not shoot at animals that are on the range or impact area. 

 

M. In the event of a fire on the range or impact area call an immediate cease-fire and 

notify Range Control ( DO NOT GO DOWN RANGE TO PUT OUT THE FIRE 

UNTIL ALL LOWER RANGES ARE IN A CEASE-FIRE STATUS) 

 

 

5.  REQUIREMENTS FOR OIC/RSO: 
 

A. Range OICs must hold the military pay grade of E6 or above.  (Other Government 

Agency employees must be a GS-7, equivalent, or higher.  All other civilian users 

will be approved by Range Control prior to utilizing the range.) 

 

B. Range RSOs must hold military pay grade of E5 or above.  (Other Government 

Agency employees must be a GS-5, equivalent, or higher. All other civilian users will 

be approved by Range Control prior to utilizing the range.) 

 

C. Must have satisfactorily completed a standard program of instruction in the duties of 

OIC and/or RSO developed by the battalion or higher HQ to which they are assigned.  

AND the unit must provide Range Control with a roster signed by commander. 

 

D.  Must be qualified and knowledgeable in the weapons systems being used, and the 

OIC/RSO duties that appear in the FM/TM of the weapon system. 

 

E. Must attend Camp Dawson Range Briefing and successfully complete the Camp 

Dawson Range OIC/RSO Safety examination. 

 

F.   Certifications will be valid for a period of one year, and will be issued a certification   

card to reflect validity. 

 

 

6.  DUTIES OF THE OIC/RSO: 
 

A. Range OIC / RSO will follow the procedures of AR 385-63, DA PAM 385-63, and 

the FM & TM of each weapon system that is in use. 

 

B. In addition to those procedures, unit OIC/RSO is responsible for the following: 

   

1) Sign for radios, range box(es), keys and additional equipment as needed from 

Range Control. 

 

2) Upon occupying the range, the Range OIC will notify Range Control that the 

unit has occupied the range.  Example:  “Range Control, this is the 223D 

Truck Company, we are occupying Range 4.” 

 

3) Ensure range flag is properly installed on the range pole. 
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4)  Appoint an aircraft observer, who will monitor the sky in the direction of fire 

for aircraft and call cease-fire when an aircraft is within the SDZ. 

 

5) Upon completion of the initial range setup and prior to going into a “hot” 

status, the unit will request a safety inspection from Range Control.  

Example:  “Range Control, this is Range 4, request safety inspection.” 

 

6) After the Range Control Safety Inspection is satisfactorily completed, 

OIC/RSO requests permission to go into a “hot” status.  Example:  “Range 

Control this is Range 4, request permission to go hot.”  

 

7) Monitoring the radio and initiating radio checks on the hour and half hour as 

long as the range is in a hot status.  Example:  If the firing unit goes hot at 

0810 hours, their first radio check would be at 0830, their second is at 0900, 

etc…. 

 

8) Requests firing status change from Range Control and provide an explanation 

for the change.  Example:  “Range Control, this is Range 4, request cease fire.  

BREAK.  <PAUSE> Due to an aircraft flying in the vicinity of the range.”  

Other reasons for cease fire may be: meals, finished daylight firing & awaiting 

night fire, injuries, and personnel in surface danger zone, lightning or any 

other hazard. 

 

9) At the conclusion of range firing, requests cease-fire. 

 

10)  Advise Range Control when the unit is ready for a range clearance inspection. 

 

11) During clearance inspection, informs Range Control of the number of rounds 

fired by caliber/DODIC and the number of personnel trained.  

 

12) The OIC and RSO MUST remain on the range at all times while the range is 

in a Hot status. 

 

13) The OIC and RSO will perform no other function.    

 

14) Turn in of all equipment.  

 

 

8.  ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR RANGE 16 (MRF): 

 

A. Using unit will provide gate guards for both the east and west gate.  Gate guards must 

have communications with the range tower. 

 

B. Gate guards will not allow personnel to advance past the range gate until range is in a 

“CEASE FIRE” status.  The main gate will remain closed and unlocked for 

emergency vehicle access. 

 

C. NORMAL RANGE HOURS ARE 0800 – 2200 DAILY.  ALL OTHER TIMES 

MUST TO BE COORDINATED WITH RANGE CONTROL. 
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7.  ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR NIGHT FIRING: 

 

A. The range flag will be supplemented by a red blinking light (located at the range and 

turned on and off from inside the range tower). 

 

B. Mark left and right limits with chemical lights. 

 

C. Post a guard with a light and radio communications to the firing range at the Range 

Road gate.  This guard will not allow vehicles using service drive lights to advance to 

the ranges. 

 

D. At the conclusion of night fire, units will place target frames in the range shed.  

Range Control will not clear the range at night.  

 

 

 

8.  RANGE TURN-IN PROCEDURES:  
 

A. Unless directed by Range Control remove used targets from the cardboard and leave 

the target frames in the target holders. 

 

B. Stack rubber blocks neatly inside the range shed and place sandbags on top of foxhole 

covers (2 each). 

 

C. Sweep and remove garbage from the inside of the range tower and the range shed. 

 

D. Sweep walkways and concrete pads. 

 

E. Sweep, mop and remove all trash from male/female latrines. Clean toilets, sinks etc. 

 

F. Police brass, pallets, ammo cans, etc… from the range. 

 

G. Advise Range Control when the unit is ready for a range clearance inspection.  OIC 

should maintain enough personnel on the range to address shortcomings identified by 

Range Control. 

 

H. Range Control representative will inspect each target frame for serviceability, and 

instruct the unit to stand the unserviceable targets away from the serviceable frames 

inside the target shed. 

 

I. Upon completion of range inspection, the unit will return all range equipment to the 

Range Control Office in building 402.  The equipment will be inspected for 

serviceability and cleanliness prior to turn in.  Using unit will be held responsible for 

any missing or broken equipment. 
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Annex A 

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES 

 

1. Medical Emergencies:   

 

A. Report accidents, injuries, and serious incidents to Camp Dawson Operations/Range 

Control as soon as possible according to 9-line MEDEVAC format (SEE 

ATTACHED).  It is imperative this information be as complete and accurate as 

possible. 

 

B. Camp Dawson Operations/Range Control will notify 911 or medical facilities if using 

unit does not have direct contact with them.  If calling from an on post phone dial 9 

for an outside line (ex. 9-911) 

 

C. The local hospital, Preston Memorial, is located in Kingwood (Phone: 304-329-

1400).  Camp Dawson recommends that one of the using unit medical personnel 

coordinate with, and recon the hospital before operations begin. 

 

D. 911 services are available in Kingwood.  This is a civilian service and using units will 

be charged. 

 

E. The nearest Trauma Center is located at Ruby Memorial Hospital, Morgantown, West 

Virginia.  Phone:  304-598-4000. 

 

F. Units will provide a Point Of Contact to whom Operations can refer media inquiries 

regarding accidents. 
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2. Example of 9 Line Format for MEDEVAC:  

 

(INFORMATION SHOULD BE AS COMPLETE AS POSSIBLE)  

 

LINE 1 – LOCATION OF PICKUP SITE [MINIMUM OF SIX DIGIT GRID COORDINATE] 

 

LINE 2 - CALL SIGN OF CONTACT UNIT AT PICKUP SITE 

 

LINE 3 -NUMBER OF PATIENTS BY PRECEDENCE, USING BREVITY CODES BELOW, 

IF MORE THAN ONE TYPE BREAK TRANSMISSION BETWEEN EACH 

            A=Urgent 

            B=Urgent-Surgical 

            C=Priority 

            D=Routine 

            E=Convenience 

 

LINE 4 - SPECIAL EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 

            A=None 

            B=Hoist 

            C=Extraction equipment 

            D=Ventilator 

 

LINE 5 - NUMBER OF PATIENTS BY TYPE (Litter or Ambulatory) 

 

LINE 6 – NUMBER AND TYPE OF WOUND, INJURY, OR ILLNESS (BE SPECIFIC) 

 

LINE 7 - METHOD OF MARKING PICKUP SITE 

            A=Panels 

            B=Pyrotechnic signal 

            C=Smoke 

            D=None 

            E=Other 

 

LINE 8 – PATIENT NATIONALITY AND STATUS 

 A-U.S. MILITARY 

 B-U.S. CIVILIAN 

 C-NON-U.S. MILITARY 

 D-NON-U.S. CIVILIAN 

 E-EPW 

 

LINE 9 – TERRAIN DESCRIPTION (IN DETAIL) 
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Annex B 

BEAR TARGET SYSTEM 

(RANGE 3) 

 
Description: The BEAR TARGET SYSTEM is a remote controlled, mechanical 

target system consisting of 12 paper turners to edge and face the target for timed 

courses of fire or shoot/don’t shoot scenarios, 24 steel plates for plinking that are 

reset remotely from the tower or keychain remote from firing line, and one target 

mover for moving target scenarios (running man). 

 

Limitations: Steel plate targets are limited to 45 cal. Handguns and below. 

 

System operation: 

1. Start-up 

a. Inspect targets for damage. 

b. Hook-up air compressor to electric and hose under tower.  

c. Check oil level in compressor. 

d. Connect control cables, and computer to control box in tower. 

e. Run program.  

                NOTE: The compressor regulator should be set between 80-90 psi.                                                                                                                

                       Never exceed 100 psi. 

 

2. Shut-down 

a. Drain air from compressor. 

b. Close drain valve. 

c. Disconnect compressor and return to target shed. 

d. Turn power off to control box. 

e. Disconnect cables from lap top and control box.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

 

 

Annex D 

Combat Pistol Qualification Course (CPQC) 

Military Police Firearms Qualification Course (MPFQC)  

Range 5 

 
Description: Range 5 is a standard 15 lane pistol qualification range. Each lane 

consist of 7 E-type silhouette or 3-D (Ivan) targets on Caswell target lifters and 1 

standing silhouette target for the MPFQC. Targets are controlled by computer from 

the tower. 

 

System operation: When this range is in use a qualified operator must be present to 

operate targetry. Using units will still be required to provide an OIC, RSO and 

standard range staff to run the range. 

 

NOTE: Using units must be familiar with the Conduct of Fire as outlined in 

appendix A of FM 3-23.35 before occupying the range.     
 


